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e\rening in 1976. after a clispr.rte , he started to hit tne Llncontrollal)ly.

'l'cr.r.il'iccl lt,v his eltelrant ltcl-iavior-tr', I fled to a neighbotrr's hor-lse,

rvhere I spent t l 're nigfit w.rappecl in a lt lankct <tn the c:arpct ltfter

call ing thc police. I)hysical r, ' i<tlence \\ ' l is sonlctl l ing I hacl not anti(l i

patccl. ' l 'he ncrt ltx)rning. I packccl ] l l  rny ltclongings rvhile an offlcer

olrscrvecl. ancl catrgltt l t platlc to Mericrl, rvhere l l ly parents werc

spencling (l lrristn'ras.

It w'us a terrible tri;r. I criecl on thc plane, knor'ving it was finelly

o'u'cL bctr'r 'ce n Cltl ettcl t l le. ()n arrival in Nlcxico City, I learnelcl

that t l ie ail l ir-re cottlcl not lttc' ltte rl ly gr-rit l lr; l l lrcl enor-r.qh t() l()sc l l ly

lt<t1,'f l iencl, ltLrt losing rtry gtritar \\ ' l ts evell lvorse! A gil l lr iencl of'

N,lcxico's funtor-rs act()l 'Cltntinf' l l ts, rvhotl-t I hacl rlrct on tlte plane, triccl

1o :rntcli<trltte l l) '  t l istress, inr, ' i t ing l l le l( ) st:r1 it l  ht'r stt lttptttol.ts

(lantir-ro l lcal sr-ritc r, 'r 'hi lc thc rrir l irrcs scarchecl fttr rt.ry tnissing gr.ritar.

I c'orrlcl n()t huve ltccn tlte ltcst ol- ( '()tt lpany. After threc clltys of

lrnxi<>trs wlrit ing. I rvas tlrri l lccl to scc Clrntinflus's chlrtrf{cttr l l l irecLl

krtrsll '  lnetcrializc vu'it l t rnV gr-rit lrr, exclail l l ing tritrrl lphantly, "Sht' is

l irrrr"rcl in Seattlc! '  I f iruglrt l l ty \\ ' l ty throtrgll the crow'clccl l l l ts strtt ion

to the or"r ly avai la l t lc  t t : t t tspr,1-111ir to -  l r  th i rc l -c lass I r lcc l le Anlar i l la

ltrs cnrrrunccl to thc roof r.vith pc-esxnts ancl l l leating goats. I hacl tt l

supp()ft ()n l lty knccs ir \\ ' izcnccl pcasant \\ '() l lan r.vith a tr-t l lcrcttl l tr

c.or,rgh. r,r 'h<t clrrntperl u l->ltskr:t C()ntaining her- sclr-teu.king ro<lster ltt

1r,v fcct. After f irLrr internrinlrble l iours of lrurttping lt long tnoltntain

roacls ancl ltrrc' l"ring t() an Llncertain halt lrt evcly dr-rsty vil lage, thc lrr-rs

clepositecl rnc in thc clarkenecl niurket streets of San Migr.rc:l clc

Allenclc. I strr-rgglecl nt.v \\ 'ay to the central Jardin. rvhere I knew nly

lnxiolrs parents hacl ltecn waiting firr hor-rrs, cxpecting tre to :trrir e

on the flrst-class l>r-rs, La Estrclla del N<trte. ' l 'he bells of the Parroqttie

started to ring as I clraggcd ru1, gttttar cese ()vef tl'rc flrmiliar coblllc-

stonecl streets. It rvas miclnight ()n Christl l las Eve . Tire stresses of the

prcceding r"'eek lefi n-te so enen'atecl that I spent the ncxt week in

becl. cursing tirc emotional maelstrotl l t l-rat Cal had put nre through.


